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say what she feels and thinks on the subject. Apart from the
pain of parting from some great personal friends and people
whom she can tmst and rely on, the danger to the country, to
Europe, to her vast Empire, which is involved in having all
these great interests entrusted to the shaking hand of an old,
wild, and incomprehensible man of 82%, is very great J It is
a terrible trial, but, thank God, the country is sound, and it
cannot last."

This was, to say the least, unpromising.

But she resigned herself to send for Mr. Gladstone, a
pointed note informing him that she had accepted Lord
Salisbury's resignation " with much regret" and that she
trusted " Mr. Gladstone and his friends will continue to
maintain & promote the honour and welfare of her great
Empire/' He replied with some restraint that such would
be their endeavour, " although he is of course sensible of the
fallibility of his and their judgments, and can claim for them
no other authority than that of sincere and tried convictions,"
The Queen was frankly hostile, writing to the Prince of
Wales about "this iniquitous Government/' The new
Prime Minister impressed her at his first audience as greatly
aged, " Ms face shrunk, deadly pale with a weird look in the
eyes, a feeble expression about the mouth, and the voice
altered ... It is rather trying and anxious work to have
to take as Prime Minister a man of eighty-two and a half,
who really seems no longer quite fitted to be at the head of
a Government, and whose views and principles are some-
what dangerous/' His own impression of the interview was
less cruel, but not more promising, since he found the
Queen "cautiously polite, in nothing helpful. Not how-
ever captious, perfect in temper, not one sympathetic word
or any question however detached. After dinner a little
unfrozen/' The veteran retained, it seemed, Ms faculty of
observation.

But no proof of his unflagging powers, no exMWtioa of
tact could overcome her prejudice. The Prince and Priaoess
of Wales were invariably gracious to him ; but the Queen